This is an attractive hard-covered book in a handy size with good quality paper, a clear format and few typographical errors. At $76.00 it is competitively priced but is coming into a crowded market, with over a dozen books about paediatric anaesthesia having been published in the past five years.
The attitudes and practices of the Children's Medical Centre of the University of Virginia, Charlottesville, Virginia, are presented. Some of the chapters are excellent and I particularly enjoyed the chapter on the history of paediatric anaesthesia. The book presents a commonsense approach but is circumloquacious in places, e.g. 'The object of monitoring is to create an information interface between the patient and the anaesthesiologist'.
It should be on the bookshelf in the anaesthetic department of all paediatric teaching hospitals. It is unlikely to appeal to the anaesthetist who occasionally anaesthetises children, as anaesthesia for tonsillectomy, appendicectomy, circumcision, hernia, tongue tie, etc., are barely mentioned. The book does not have chapters on thoracic, cardiac or burn anaesthesia and is unsuitable for purchase by individual paediatric anaesthetists as a reference work.
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